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REPLY COMMENTS

In the above-captioned Notice of Proposed Rule Making and Order ("NPRM"), the

Commission proposes amending its rules to establish a channel plan, licensing requirements, and

technical rules so that fixed point-to-point microwave service ("FS") licensees could use the 37.0-

38.6 GHz band ("37 GHz band") and the 38.6-40.0 GHz band ("39 GHz band"). Pursuant to

Section 1.415 of the Commission's Rules,l Alcatel Network Systems, Inc. ("ANS"),2 by its

attorney, hereby submits its reply comments on the NPRM.3

147 C.F.R. Section 1.415 (1996).

2ANS is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Alcatel Alsthom ("Alcatel"), one of the world's largest
corporations (with annual sales in excess of$30 billion) and the world's largest manufacturer and supplier
of telecommunications equipment. In particular, Alcatel is the world's largest independent manufacturer
and supplier of microwave radios. F9rmerly Collins Radio and Rockwell International, ANS, with over
$750 million in annual sales, is a world leader in manufacturing microwave and light wave transmission
systems. ANS' equipment is used for a wide range of services, including short, medium and long-haul
voice, video and data transmission. Its microwave customers include all the Bell Operating Companies,
most major independent telephone companies, cellular operators, power and other utility companies, oil
companies, railroads, industrial companies, and state and local government agencies.

3The deadline for filing reply comments on the NPRM was extended to April 1, 1996. Order
(DA 96-144, released February 9, 1996).



As detailed in its Comments, ANS generally supports adoption of the rules proposed in

the NPRM. However, certain revisions are necessary to ensure that these rules protect FS users

and serve the public interest.

Alcatel totally supports the positions taken by the Fixed Point-to-Point Communications

Section, Network Equipment Division of the Telecommunications Industry Association ("TIA"),

in this proceeding. Alcatel agrees with TIA' s Reply Comments, in which it strongly recommends

that the Commission adopt the proposals in the NPRM, provided that the following rules are

included:

• Mobile users must be excluded from the 37-40 GHz band. Mobile receiver
selectivity characteristics preclude sharing with FS users. Coordination of
sharing would be unrealistic to accomplish. Sharing would allow two
completely different and incompatible technologies in the 37-40 GHz band.

Harmonization of the channelization and technical rules for the 37 and 39
GHz bands must be established. Availability of cost-effective equipment
would be expedited and a competitive equipment market would be
encouraged.

• Appropriate interference protection standards and streamlined procedures
for precluding harmful interference to and from authorized FS operations
must be developed and implemented.

• The introduction of Fixed-Service Satellite into the 37-40 GHz band (i.e.,
a proposal by Motorola Satellite Communications, Inc.) should not be
permitted until need for such spectrum is demonstrated. Moreover,
feasibility studies must be completed which prove such sharing is possible
without degrading FS operations.

• Sharing with Government users should not be permitted or should be
limited to only a few channels. Sharing with Government space research
is unacceptable bec.ause it would severely degrade FS operations.

• To avoid having to make an unexpected second payment for their systems,
PCS licensees should be exempt from auctions for a limited period. Use
of auctions for private FS licenses is not realistic and private FS users
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should not be required to pay entry costs. As an alternative, user fees
could be considered.

• Establishment of firm requirements for completion of build-out is
inappropriate in a "demand driven" market. If build-out requirements are
adopted, they should apply equally to all users of the entire 37-40 GHz
band.

• The "freeze" on processing eXlstmg "39 GHz" applications and the
modifications thereof should be lifted.

Respectfully submitted,

ALCATEL NETWORK SYSTEMS, INC.

March 29, 1996
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By: /-xj·A1-----------
kobert 1. Miller
Gardere & Wynne, L.L.P.
1601 Elm Street, Suite 3000
Dallas, Texas 75201
(214) 999-3000

Its Attorney
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Reply Comments will be

mailed via first class mail, postage prepaid, to the following parties on the first day of April,

1996.

Walter H. Sonnenfeldt, Esq.
Walter Sonnenfeldt & Associates
4904 Ertter Drive
Rockville, Maryland 20852
Counsel for Biztel, Inc.

W. Theodore Pierson, Jr.
Executive Vice President

and General Counsel
Advanced Radio Telecom Corp.
1667 K Street, N.W.
Eighth Floor
Washington, D.C. 20006

R. Michael Senkowski, Esq.
Wiley, Rein & Fielding
1776 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006
Counsel for GTE Service Corporation

Thomas A. Hart, Jr., Esq.
Ginsburg, Feldman and Bress
1250 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Eighth Floor
Washington, D.C. 20554
Counsel for The PCS Fund

Michael K. Owens
Senior Member, Technical Staff
Ameritech Corporation
2000 West Ameritech Center Drive
Location 3C46
Hoffman Estates, Illinois 60196-1025

Donald 1. Evans, Esq.
McFadden, Evans & Sill, P.C.
1627 Eye Street, N.W., Suite 810
Washington, D. C. 20006
Counsel for Telco Group, Inc.

William R. Richardson, Jr., Esq.
Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering
2445 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037
Counsel for DCR Communications, Inc.

Deborah Lipoff, Esq.
Associate General Counsel
Rand McNally & Company
8255 North Central Park
Skokie, Illinois 60076

O. James Klein
President and Manager
Altron Communications, L.c.
2038 East Kael Circle
Mesa, Arizona 85213

Bruce R. Francis, Manager
Spectrum Communications, L.C.
7521 East Edgemont
Scottsdale, Arizona 85257

Steven P. Seiter, President
GHz Equipment Co., Inc.
1834 East Baseline Road
Suite 202
Tempe, Arizona 85283



Robert A. Mazer, Esq.
Vinson & Elkins, L.L.P.
1455 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004
Counsel for Angel Technologies

Corporation

Robert 1. Keller, Esq.
Law Office of Robert 1. Keller, P.C.
2000 L Street, N.W., Suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036
Counsel for Bachow and Associates, Inc.

Richard 1. Metzger, Esq.
General Counsel
Association for Local Telecommunications

Services
1200 19th Street, N.W., Suite 560
Washington, D.C. 20036

Philip L. Malet, Esq.
Steptoe & Johnson, L.L.P.
1330 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
Counsel for Motorola Satellite

Communications, Inc.

Paul Obert
Vice President, Digital Radios
Microwave Radio Corporation
20 Alpha Road
Chelmsford, Massachusetts 01824

William M. Custer, Secretary
Cambridge Partners, Inc.
14 South High Street
New Albany, Ohio 43054

James W. O'Keefe
1088 Park Avenue
Suite 7F
New York, New York 10128
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Peter G. Schiff, Member
Southfield Communications, L.L.C.
485 Underhill Boulevard
Syosset, New York 11791

James J. Freeman, Esq.
Reed, Smith, Shaw & McClay
1301 K Street, N. W., Suite 1100 - East
Tower
Washington, D.C. 20005-3317
Counsel for No Wire, L.L.c.

Leonard Robert Raish, Esq.
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, P.L.C.
1300 North 17th Street, Eleventh Floor
Rosslyn, Virginia 22209-3801
Counsel for INNOVA Corporation, Harris

Corporation-Farinon Division, and
Digital Microwave Corporation

Louis Gurman, Esq.
Blask & Freedman, Chartered
1400 16th Street, N.W., Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20036
Counsel for Commco, L.L.c. and Sintra

Capital Corporation

Jonathan D. Blake, Esq.
Covington & Burling
P.O. Box 7566
Washington, D.C. 20044
Counsel for Columbia Millimeter

Communications, L.P.

Carl W. Northrop, Esq.
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker
1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
10th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20004
Counsel for Milliwave Limited Partnership



Thomas 1. Dougherty, Jr., Esq.
Gardner, Carton & Douglas
1301 K Street, N.W., Suite 900, East Tower
Washington, D.C. 20005
Counsel for DCT Communications, Inc.

Gina Harrison
Director, Federal Regulatory Relations
Pacific Bell Mobile Services
1275 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20004

George Y. Wheeler, Esq.
Koteen & Naftalin, L.L.P.
1150 Connecticut Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20036
Counsel for Telephone & Data

Systems, Inc.

Philip L. Verveer, Esq.
Willkie, Farr & Gallagher
Three Lafayette Centre
1155 21st Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-3384
Counsel for WinStar Communications, Inc.

William R. Lye, President
National Spectrum Managers Association
R.R. 7, Box 87
Fulton, New York 13069

Mark 1. Golden, Vice President
Personal Communications Industry

Association
1019 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036

Cathleen A. Massey
AT&T Wireless Services, Inc.
1150 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Fourth
Floor
Washington, D.C. 20036

Date: March 29, 1996
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